
Morning Service 10.30am  Evening Service  6.30pm 

Date Subject Speaker 

Series from 1 John: Living for Jesus 

2 Apr 
Communion 
 

Living for Jesus 2 - 1:5-10 Alistair Purss   

9 Apr 
Communion 

DBC Easter Celebration & 
DBC Singing Group  

Alistair Purss   

16 Apr 
Communion 

Living for Jesus 3 - 2:1-2 David White 

23 Apr IP 
 

Living for Jesus 4 - 2:3-14 Eoghan Paterson  

30 Apr 
Communion 

Living for Jesus 5 - 2:15-27 Eoghan Paterson  

7 May  Centre Point 
Eoghan Paterson & 

Alistair Mackay 

14 May 
Communion 

Living for Jesus 6 - 2:28-3:10 Alistair Mackay 

21 May IP 
 

Living for Jesus 7 - 3:11-24 Eoghan Paterson  

28 May IP 
Communion 

Living for Jesus 8 - 4:1-6 Alistair Purss   

4 June Centre Point 
Alistair Purss & 
Alistair Mackay 

11 Jun 
Communion 

Living for Jesus 9 - 4:7-21 Alistair Purss   

18 Jun Living for Jesus 10 - 5:1-12 Alistair Mackay 

25 Jun IP 
Communion 

Living for Jesus 11 - 5:13-21 Eoghan Paterson  

New Series:  Lead with All Diligence  
(Studies on leadership from 1 Timothy, Titus & 1 Peter)   

 

Romans chapter 12 is Paul’s magnificent encouragement and 
exhortation to respond to all that Christ has accomplished for 
us through his coming, living, dying and rising again (Ch1:1-
11:36). We are to be transformed and renewed by the power 
of the gospel good news so that our thinking and attitude 
towards God, ourselves, other believers and the world is 
brought into line and conformity with Christ. 
This exhortation of course is to/for all believers individually, 
and to the role of leadership specifically. Those who are in a 
position of leadership should always lead from a place of 
submission to Christ, not thinking too highly of themselves 
but rather to think of themselves with sober judgment, as 
part of the body of Christ where every part of that body is 
different yet belongs to all the others. A body where 
different gifts of God’s grace are given and worked out for 
the good and blessing of the whole body. A body where love 
is sincere and expressed through devotion to others, and so 
on - Romans 12:1- 21. 
It is within this context that leaders are to ‘lead with all 
diligence’ – Romans 12:8. The Greek word for ‘lead’ means to 
be set or placed or to stand before others. To protect, guard 
and superintend. The Greek word for ‘diligence’ means to be 
active, earnest and giving attention. With this in mind the 
exhortation to ‘lead with all diligence’ is a compelling one. 
Over three consecutive Sunday mornings we will be studying 

specific Bible passages, looking at the practical outworking of 

leadership and hearing testimonies from those who are in 

positions of leadership here at DBC.  

Living for Jesus (Series from 1 John) 
 

 John begins his book with a powerful statement of truth; 
‘That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at 
and our hands have touched - this we proclaim concerning 
the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and has appeared to us’ – 1:1-3. 
What must it have been like to hear Jesus with your ears, see 
Jesus with your eyes and touch Jesus with your hands? 
Amazing! Certainly for John is was a powerful testimony to 
challenge and combat the deception and lies going on within 
and without the churches in Asia Minor, now modern day 
Turkey where John was probably one of the leaders of the 
church in Ephesus at the time. He cuts through all the false 

Date Subject Speaker 

2 Apr  
 

ALL AGE SERVICE - The 
Triumphal Entry 

Eoghan Paterson & 
All Age Team 

9 Apr IP 
 

Easter Celebration Sam Gordon 

New Series:  Lead with All Diligence  
(Studies on leadership from 1 Timothy, Titus, & 1 Peter)   

16 Apr 
All Age Talk 
 

Leading with All Diligence 1 Alistair Purss   

23 Apr 
Communion 

Leading with All Diligence 2 Alistair Purss   

30 Apr  
All Age Talk 

Leading with All Diligence 3 Alistair Purss   

New Series:  How Long O Lord?  
(Studies from the Book of Habakkuk)  

7 May 
Communion 

How Long O Lord? -  
Habakkuk 1 

Alistair Purss   

14 May IP  
All Age Talk  

How Long O Lord? -  
Habakkuk 2 

Eoghan Paterson  

21 May 
Communion 

How Long O Lord? -  
Habakkuk 3 

Alistair Purss   

28 May 
 DBC ALL AGE SERVICE 

Eoghan Paterson & 
All Age Team 

New Series:  Redeeming Grace  
(Studies from the Book of Ruth)  

4 June 
Communion 

Redeeming Grace 1 - 1:1-22 Alistair Purss   

11 Jun IP 
All Age Talk 

Redeeming Grace 2 - 2:1-23 
Eoghan Paterson  

18 Jun 
Communion 

Redeeming Grace 3 - 3:1-18 
Eoghan Paterson  

25 Jun  
All Age Talk 

Redeeming Grace 4 - 4:1-22 
David White 

All Age Talk =  Service includes an All Age talk 
IP = Service includes an Intercessory Prayer 



New Series:  Redeeming Grace  
(Series from the Book of Ruth)  

 

If you were asked to name one of the most famous and best 
stories in the English language what would immediately come 
to your mind? The one that comes immediately to my mind is 
‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’ by John Bunyan. The book of Ruth is 
most definitely one of the greatest stories ever written. As 
well as being a wonderful love story, the book of Ruth is a 
story of God’s care and provision for the bereaved, the lonely, 
the hungry and the homeless. It is primarily the story of God’s 
saving and redeeming of people, not just the Jews but also 
Gentiles. It’s a story that fits into the bigger story of God’s 
redeeming plan through his Son the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The story begins with the tragedy of Naomi losing her 
husband and two sons, being stuck in Moab, which for Naomi 
the Jew, was far away from her own home and without any 
means of providing for herself. One of her daughters-in-law 
Ruth the Moabite, despite her own loss, did not abandon 
Naomi but stayed loyal to her and put her personal faith in 
the one true God that Naomi served. Ruth said to her mother-
in-law; “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. 
Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people and your God my God. Where you 
die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with 
me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and 
me.” 
As the story develops Naomi sends Ruth out into the fields to 
pick up the grain that has fallen on the ground as they were 
too poor to buy any. The owner of the land was a relative of 
Naomi’s deceased husband. In Hebrew teaching and tradition 
the brother or male relative was obliged to make provision 
for the family of the deceased kinsman – Leviticus 25:25. Boaz 
fulfilled his role as a kinsman-redeemer by providing for 
Naomi and Ruth, and indeed marrying Ruth! At the end of the 
story we are told that Boaz’s family line leads to King David, 
which ultimately leads us to the greater David and King, Jesus 
Christ – 4:21. This wonderful story begins in tragedy and ends 
in triumph and reminds us of God’s provision ‘for us’ in Christ, 
the one who rescues us from sin and death and provides 
forgiveness and eternal life. 

teaching with his apostolic authority (as one who had heard, 
seen, touched and been commissioned by Jesus). 
John was challenging a church and culture that didn’t take 
sin seriously and even denied its power! There were even 
those who denied that they sinned.  John says that such a 
denial is a lie, in fact this is why Jesus (who is God) had to 
come into the world in flesh and blood to take our sin upon 
himself and pay its awful penalty and price on his body on 
the cross. John points them to Jesus and says; ‘My dear 
children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father - 
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 
whole world’ – 2:1-2. 
He then goes on to say that the redeeming and atoning 
work of Jesus is about more than having our sins forgiven, it 
is to be followed by walking in obedience to and with Jesus – 
2:3-6. ‘Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did’ 
v6. This is to be a pure and holy life, a life of loving God and 
others – 1:9; 2:15-17; 4:7-12. During this series we will be 
reminded what it looks like to walk with and live for Jesus.    
  

New Series:  How Long O Lord?  
(Series from the Book of Habakkuk)  

 

When Sharon and I were living in the South East of England 
from 1991-2005 our journeys back to Scotland for holidays 
could take us 8-10 hours depending on traffic conditions! 
This was a hard journey with three children especially when 
they were constantly asking us ‘HOW LONG until we get 
there’? Have you ever asked God this question? Perhaps as 
you pass through difficult times of uncertainly because of 
illness, relational, family or career problems, as you pray and 
wait for an answer? How long O Lord? 
For those of us who have asked or are asking this question 
today the book of Habakkuk is one that we will appreciate 
and be able to apply to our own lives. God’s Old Testament 
people were under great threat and pressure from the 
Babylonians. Habakkuk is watching all this and crying out to 
God in prayer. It feels like a helpless and hopeless situation 
to him. So Habakkuk cries out to God for help, he asks the 
kind of questions that we sometimes ask. Does God Hear? 
Does God rule? Does God care?  
During this short series through the three chapters of 
Habakkuk we will be reminded that God is our one true 
constant who we can trust and rely upon. 

 

  

Gillbrae Road, Dumfries DG1 4EJ 
Phone: 01387 268926 

www.dumfriesbaptistchurch.org.uk 
Scottish Charity No. SCO21258 

BAPTISM/MEMBERSHIP 
If you’d like to be baptised or would like to find out 
more about baptism and/or church membership, 
please speak to Alistair Purss or Eoghan Paterson. 

Special Diary Dates 

   

 Dumfries Baptist Church   
April – June 2023 

PROGRAMME   

9 April Easter Services: Morning Speaker Sam Gordon 
Evening Celebration with Singing Group 

3rd May DBC Half AGM @ DBC 7pm 

30th July  Week of Mission - Holiday Club 


