Morning Services 10.30am
Date

Subject

All Age Service: God
Counts!

1 Jan

8 Jan IP
Communion

DBC Covenant &
Commissioning Service:

Evening Service 6.30pm
Speaker

Alistair Purss &
Eoghan Paterson

Jesus, God in flesh
John 1:1-18

22 Jan
Communion

Jesus and John the Baptist John 1:19-34, 3:22-36

29 Jan
All Age talk

Jesus and his first disciples John 1:35-51

Eoghan Paterson

Jesus and the sellers in the
Temple - John 2:12-25

Alistair Purss

19 Feb

All Age Service - Jesus and
Nicodemus - John 3:1-21

Eoghan Paterson &
All Age Team

Jesus and the Samaritan
Woman - John 4:1-42

5 Mar
Communion

Jesus and the Official's Son John 4:43-54

12 Mar IP
All Age talk

Jesus and the Lame Man John 5:1-15

19 Mar
Communion

Jesus and his Persecutors John 5:16-47

26 Mar
All Age talk

Jesus and the Multitude John 6:1-24

For Such A Time As This 1 Esther 1:1-22

Alistair Purss

15 Jan
Communion

For Such A Time As This 2 Esther 2:1-23

Alistair Purss

22 Jan IP

For Such A Time As This 3 Esther 3:1-15

Eoghan Paterson

29 Jan
Communion

For Such A Time As This 4 Esther 4:1-17

Alistair Purss

5 Feb

12 Feb IP
All Age talk

26 Feb
Communion

8 Jan

Eoghan Paterson

Alistair Purss

Centre Point
For Such A Time As This 5 Esther 5:1-14

Alistair Mackay

19 Feb
Communion

For Such A Time As This 6 Esther 6:1-14

Alistair Purss

26 Feb IP

For Such A Time As This 7 Esther 7:1-10

Eoghan Paterson

Centre Point

5 Mar
Eoghan Paterson

All Age Talk = Service includes an All Age talk
IP = Service includes an Intercessory Prayer

Eoghan Paterson
& Alistair Mackay

12 Mar
Communion

For Such A Time As This 8 Esther 8:1-17

Eoghan Paterson

19 Mar

For Such A Time As This 9 Esther 9:1-10:3

Alistair Purss

David White
Alistair Purss

Alistair Purss &
Alistair Mackay

12 Feb
Communion

Alistair Mackay

Alistair Purss

Speaker

New Series : For Such A Time As This
(Studies from The book of Esther)

Alistair Purss

Jesus and the wedding
guests - 2:1-11

5 Feb
Communion

Subject

No service

1 Jan

Alistair Purss

New Series: Encounters with Jesus
(Studies in John’s Gospel)
15 Jan
All Age talk

Date

New Series: Living for Jesus (Series from John)
26 Mar IP
Communion

Living for Jesus 1 John 1:1-4

Eoghan Paterson

Series: Encounters with Jesus
(Studies in John's Gospel)
When John, the writer of John’s Gospel, 1,2,3 John and
Revelation encountered Jesus, his life was never the same
again. Although John never mentions himself by name in his
gospel we know from the other gospels that he was among
the first disciples to encounter Jesus and be called as one of
his disciples (Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:4-11).
It’s interesting to me that John does not begin his gospel
with a detailed account of Jesus birth, but rather goes much
further back in time to Genesis 1:1, ‘In the beginning God…’!
John draws from the creation account with these powerful
and transforming words of truth, ‘In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God and the Word was God. Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind…’! Only
after this astounding opening to his gospel does John talk
about the incarnation of Jesus in v14, ‘The Word became flesh
and made his dwelling amongst us. We have seen His glory, the glory of
the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth’.
So John firstly establishes who Jesus is, He is God! Then he
tells us that Jesus is God incarnate, made flesh! Wow! We’ve
just been singing about this great truth in recent weeks at
DBC; ‘Christ, by highest Heav’n adored; Christ the
everlasting Lord; Late in time, behold Him come, Offspring
of a virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail
th’incarnate Deity, Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus our
Emmanuel. Hark the herald angels sing, Glory to the
newborn King’. The deity of Christ is a striking feature of
John’s Gospel, especially the “I AM’ teachings of Jesus, but
that’s for another teaching series!!!
John’s passion and the purpose for which he wrote his
gospel account under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit was
that people would have a life changing ‘Encounter with
Jesus’. As he said near the end of his gospel in John 20:3031; ‘Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name’.
During this series we will be thinking about some of the
people who had an encounter with Jesus and how this
impacted their lives. Firstly, I pray that those of us who have
already believed and put our faith and trust in Jesus will see

fresh and new insights from the life and teaching of Jesus
that will help us to grow as his disciples. Secondly, I pray
that there will be people who will have a life transforming
encounter with Jesus for the very first time, believe in Him
and experience His forgiveness from sin and the hope and
certainty of eternal life in Him.

Series: For Such A Time As This
(Studies from The book of Esther)
The story we will be studying focusses on a Jewish girl called
Hadassah (also named Esther) who had been taken by her
cousin Mordecai as his own daughter when her parents both
died - 2:7. The events in the book of Esther probably
occurred from 483 BC to 473 BC, during the first half of the
reign of King Xerxes, who chose Esther as his queen.
During this time period, the first remnant of Jews who had
returned to Judah were struggling to re-establish temple
worship according to the Law of Moses. But Esther and
Mordecai, along with many other Jews, had chosen not to
go back to Judah but stay in Susa, the capital city of Persia,
in which the story is set.
Chuck Swindoll said “When events seemed out of control to
Esther and Mordecai, when the king dictated ruin for the
Jewish people, when evil was poised to triumph . . . God
was at work. He worked through their dark days (Esther was
taken to the harem - 2:1–16), their faithful obedience
(Esther risked her life before the king - 5:1-3) and their
victories (Esther revealed Haman’s plot and the Jews’
destruction of their enemies - Chapters 7-9). This message is
clear: God is sovereign even when life doesn’t make
sense. God is also the great Promise Keeper. Mordecai said
to Esther: “If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance
will arise for the Jews from another place and you and your father’s
house will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your
royal position for such a time as this” - Esther 4:14. Mordecai’s
words reflected his faith that God would honour His eternal
covenant with Abraham and David. Esther had no option
but to compete for the affection of the king. This unlikely
contestant for a beauty pageant was crowned Queen Esther
of Persia (her name meaning ‘star.’)”. Esther found herself
in a position of influence and was therefore able, under
God, to save her people, the Jews, from certain destruction.
We don’t actually know for sure who wrote the book of
Esther but it certainly wasn’t her, and probably wasn’t
Mordecai either. Whoever wrote it doesn’t really matter, all

we know is that they were unquestionably an eye witness
to all that is recorded. They wrote the account under the
influence of the Holy Spirit to reveal how God, who is
never mentioned once by name in the whole book, works
in our world, through the unlikeliest of people and events,
to bring about his purposes.
Life can be very hard, difficult and painful experiences are
inevitable. Life can be confusing and doesn’t always make
sense or seem fair! What do we do when this is our
experience? Do we turn to God or do we turn away from
God? During this teaching series, can I encourage you to
let the book of Esther remind you that God is always
present even in the darkest of times. The government and
nation of Scotland has rejected God and his Word. As
Christian’s we are a minority group and being increasingly
marginalised for our faith and beliefs. The laws and
legislation of our country are pushing against God’s truth
revealed in the Bible. Will we remain silent about this or
like Esther speak and act for God? Will we be God’s light
in the darkness? Will we be like Esther and do what Paul
encouraged and exhorted the Philippian believers to do;
‘Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become
blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and
crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in
the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able
to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labour in vain’Philippians 2:14-16.
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Special Diary Dates
7, 14, 21
February

Hope Explored course - Tuesdays at 1pm in DBCC
(with refreshments) and 7pm on Zoom

8/9 April

Easter services - Guest Speaker Sam Gordon
There may be a Passover meal on Saturday 8th
April led by Sam (TBC)
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Alistair Purss
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Lead Pastor

07882698428
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07926 731592

Kristoff Henderson

DBC Youth Worker

07753 522016

BAPTISM/MEMBERSHIP

Church Office

Mon-Fri 9am-1pm

01387 268926

Lesley Mackay

Church Secretary

01387 247456

Treasurer

01387 263242

If you’d like to be baptised or would like to find out
more about baptism and/or church membership,
please speak to Alistair Purss or Eoghan Paterson.

Eoghan Paterson

Ian Penn

