
In John 17:20-23 Jesus says; ‘My prayer is 

not for them alone. I pray also for those 

who will believe in me through their mes-

sage, that all of them may be one, Father, 

just as you are in me and I am in you. May 

they also be in us so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me. I have given 

them the glory that you gave me, that they 

may be one as we are one: I in them and 

you in me. May they be brought to com-

plete unity to let the world know that you 

sent me and have loved them even as you 

have loved me’. 

Every year during the 

month of January many 

churches all over the UK 

meet together to pray for 

Christian unity. This is 

why the prayer that Jesus 

prayed before he went to 

the cross has been on my 

mind this week. If Jesus 

prayed for the unity of all 

true Christians then so 

should we. Jesus prays for the unity of his 

disciples (the twelve) in the first century 

(v11) and then he prays for the unity of all 

people everywhere who will become Chris-

tian‟s from the first century right up to the 

present day and beyond (v20-21). Jesus 

prays that people from every tribe, tongue 

and nation will become one through faith 

and trust in and through him (Matthew 

28:19; Revelation 7:9-10). 

When we think of Christian unity we must 

seek to think about it from God‟s perspec-

tive. We are united to more than just the 

few hundred people who are part of the 

church called Dumfries Baptist Church. 

Thankfully the church is much bigger than 

DBC and so we must seek to find ways to 

demonstrate our unity not only with one 

another but also with the local, regional, 

national and global church, soundly based 

upon the expressed desire of Jesus him-

self.  
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The worldwide church is made up of people 

who like the very first disciples have made 

a decision and commitment to follow Christ 

(Matthew 4:19), obey the Word of Christ 

(John 17:6), trust in the name of Christ 

(John 17:11; Acts 4:12) are being sancti-

fied by the truth of Christ (John 17:17) and 

who are sent by Christ into the world to 

make disciples of those who will respond to 

the message of Christ (John 17:18; Mat-

thew 28:16-20).  

The unity of the church is based upon a 

person, the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christian unity is not based or dependent 

upon ecumenism („Ecumenical Movement‟, 

a Christian movement that seeks to bring 

all Christian churches to-

gether). Christian unity is 

based firmly, completely 

and only upon the person 

of Jesus Christ. Jesus 

prayed for unity and then 

made it possible by going 

to the cross and becoming 

our sin bearer so that the 

barrier that our sin has 

caused between God the 

Father and us can be taken away.  

In Christ our relationship with God is re-

stored; in Christ our relationship with all 

other true Christ followers begins and in 

Christ the relationship that we have with 

God and share together within the church 

has a positive winning effect on the world 

of others who have yet to come to know 

Christ (John 17:23). 

Let‟s make sure that we don‟t give any un-

believer the opportunity to point a finger at 

DBC and say that because of our lack of 

unity they cannot believe in Jesus Christ. 

Let‟s make it easy for the world to see 

Christ in and through Dumfries Baptist 

Church, and so find Christ for themselves. 

God Bless. 

Alistair. 

Senior Pastor. 

 

Scripture Union  
 

The SU Holidays brochure is 

now available for 2012. These 

holidays are activity based, for 

young people aged 10-18, in 

safe and welcoming environ-

ments, across Scotland. Each 

venue and every holiday is 

unique. Each day there is a 

lively, exciting opportunity to 

find out more about the Chris-

tian faith. More information 

can be found on the website 

www.suholidays.org.uk.  

The Local Dumfries SU Action 

Group organise SU Holidays 

Information Evenings. This 

year it is on Tuesday 6th March 

at 7pm in Dumfries Baptist 

Church, Newell Terrace. This 

event offers the opportunity to 

meet SU volunteers, who give 

of their own time to organise 

events, lead groups and activi-

ties or cook at an SU holiday.   

(continued on back page) 

http://www.suholidays.org.uk/


Sympathy  
We extend our sympathy to: 

... Wallace Loan and Jade on the death 

of his father  on the 31st December. 

… Lesley and Alistair Mackay on the 

death of Lesley‟s dad on 28th January. 

 
Thank You  
Margaret McGarrie would like to say 

thank you to everybody who have 

prayed, visited and helped her in many 

different ways during her recent illness. 

She very much appreciates the kindness 

shown to her. 

*****  

John and Jan Carter would like to say 

„Thank You‟ to all members of the 

Church family who have prayed for them 

over the last difficult months. Your love  

in the Lord is greatly appreciated. 

‘Therefore confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective.’ 

(James 5:16) 

We would like to thank everyone in the 

fellowship for all their support and 

prayers. Thanks to all who attended 

Rouchan Loch Crematorium for my fa-

ther‟s funeral service. A special thanks 

to Alistair for his words of comfort, Elea-

nor Moss and Hugh Brewster for their 

respective parts in the service. 

God bless, 

Wallace and Jade 

*****  

I want to say a very Big Thank You to the 

Church for praying for me and for the 

very kind expressions of love expressed 

by various friends in so many ways.  

What a blessing it has all been!  Thank 

you one and all. 

Love, 

Ellie Brewster 

Congratulations to:  
é Maggie Joseph who passed her 

final exams in medicine at Oxford.  

Baptismal Service  
Libby McFadzean and Sarah Turner were 

baptised on Sunday 27th January, May 

God richly bless them. 
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Family News  
Many in the fellowship will remember 

Alistair Thomson who was called to be 

with the Lord on 1st January after a 

lengthy illness. 

Alistair served Dumfries Baptist Church 

for a number of years as a Deacon. He 

and his wife, 

Wilma were, 

for many 

years, lead-

ers of the 

Young Peo-

ples Felow-

ship which 

met in their 

home.  

Our love and 

sympathy go 

to Wilma, 

daughter Catherine and husband Marcel, 

daughter Jane and husband Laurent and 

grandchildren, Caitlin, Kieran and Gabri-

elle at this sad time. 

Dumfries Baptist Church 

Charlie Anderson  
Charles Arthur Munro Anderson died 

peacefully in the Queensberry Residential 

Care Home, Sanquhar on 12 December 

2011. 

 

Charlie as he 

was affection-

ately known to 

his friends was 

born in Larkhall 

on 13 August 

1914. He be-

came a Christian 

at the age of 20 

and went on to 

study at the Bible 

Training Institute, 

now the International Christian College, 

Glasgow. He was involved in various min-

istries throughout the years concluding 

with „part-time‟ ministries in the Congre-

gational Church and St Ninian‟s Church, 

Sanquhar. During his time helping in St 

Ninian‟s the church became a Baptist 

Church. This church owes a huge debt of 

gratitude to Charlie for all his time, man-

ual labour and finance which he poured 

into it. He was also chaplain at Sanquhar 

Academy for some time and many of the 

children of the time still remember Pas-

tor Anderson. 

 
Charlie was twice married. He married 

Letitia Purdon on the 19th September 

1944, Lettie died in 1973. He married 

Margaret Newlands Smith on 23 August 

1978. Margaret died in 1994. He never 

had any children of his own but was 

known and loved by many. Not least, the 

family of Henderson and Marion McKie 

and his neighbours Lynne and Leslie 

Houston‟s children whom he looked 

upon as his „grandchildren‟. 

 

Charlie leaves behind a legacy of Chris-

tian love, generosity and charity and will 

be sadly missed by his friends. 
 

****** 

 

Henderson and Marion wish to thank 

Alistair who officiated at Charlie‟s funeral 

services in both Kelloholm and Glasgow 

and they recognise how difficult it must 

be to take the funeral service of some-

one you never met. Alistair‟s words were 

a great blessing and he certainly „went 

the extra mile‟ going all the way up to 

Glasgow to fulfil Charlie‟s wishes. 

Created  

Created, the trading arm of Tearfund, 

sell fairly traded products – not just for 

Christmas, but all the year round. The 

present catalogue has ideas for gifts for 

birthdays and special occasions, plus 

ideas for the home and garden. 

There will be a created stall at the Chris-

tian Aid Lent lunches on Fridays in Feb-

ruary and March, at St. John‟s Church 

Dumfries, and we will be at the Environ-

ment Fair in DG One on Saturday 3rd 

March. Created can be bought at Drum-

lanrig Castle where Rolf has a shop in 

the Stable Yard: open Tuesday to Satur-

day 10-4 till Easter, then Monday to 

Saturday 10-5 for the castle season. 

One Voice  

Pray with One Voice – join the Tearfund 

Global Poverty Prayer Movement , Feb-

ruary 26th - 4th March 2012. Reflect, 

pray, act: these three little words are at 

the heart of the One Voice prayer week. 

From Sunday 26th February, Christians 

all over the globe will unite to reflect on 

the injustice in the world around us, to  

Tearfund News  

(continued on page 3) 

Alistair Thomson  

Please remember  
Sally Triggs in your prayers. Sally is in 

Dumfries Infirmary.  
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During summer last year I was given 

the „once in a lifetime‟ opportunity to 

be in a team which visited Muona in 

Malawi. I had always dreamt of having 

a chance like this and so I jumped at it 

and began to plan. We fundraised to 

help fund our trip which included hold-

ing a fun day when we did a sponsored 

abseil. 

 

 We left on the 21st of June and re-

turned home on the 8th of July. I was 

involved in many different situations; 

expected and unexpected; exciting and 

challenging; interesting and depress-

ing. On the journey we stopped at the 

side of the road and immediately were 

surrounded by children, eager to see 

what we were doing. We gave them 

some crisps. Seeing their faces light 

up gave me such a great feeling.  A small 

packet of Cheese Puffs made their day – 

something we take for granted. 

On our arrival at Muona we were greeted 

by the senior members of the community 

who sang to us. Their singing was abso-

lutely flawless and touching. I 

could listen to it for days. 

 

 We planned to run a children‟s 

holiday club for 50 children; over 

200 turned up. We introduced 

them to colouring pencils and they 

absolutely loved them. However, 

this meant a whole lot of sharpen-

ing for us! We sang songs, played 

games and taught about bible sto-

ries. 

 

 On the first Sunday we were able 

to attend the church service. It was so 

different to churches back home. The 

congregation was purposely split into two 

groups; males on one side and females on 

the other. The majority of the service was 

singing and to be able to say that I was a 

part of this feels amazing. 

 

 We visited three schools to teach them a 

little about HIV and Aids. We did this 

through drama, songs, and bible stories. 

We gave each school we visited a full set 

of football strips. They were extremely 

pleased with them. We were given a tour 

of the local hospital.  We paid for two 

incubators and a heater for the maternity 

ward. An incubator consists of a wooden 

box with a few light bulbs!  I also had the 

privilege of holding a 3 week old baby. I 

loved this. 

 

We took time off to go on a Safari. We 

saw monkeys, cudu, antelope, warthogs 

and hippo‟s but my favourite were the 

elephants. They were only a few metres 

away from us. 

 

Working with children is definitely what I 

want to do as a career so I have applied 

to university to study Primary Teaching. 

Malawi opened my eyes to the much 

wider world. When I think times are hard, 

I can think of the children who I got to 

know in Africa who are happy just to be 

able to eat once in a while, or to have one 

set of clothes which they wear every sin-

gle day. The adverts for sponsors on the 

television portray a true image of what 

things are like. 

 

I had the time of my life and would like to 

thank everyone who helped to give me 

this opportunity in any way. It has allowed 

me to fulfil a lifelong goal and I will re-

member it forever. 

 

 

Jennifer Weir 

Visit to Muona, Malawi  

(continued from page 2) 

pray for transformation and be pre-

pared to act as part of the answer to 

those prayers. 

One Voice is a fantastic opportunity to 

unite the global church. From small 

children to experienced hands, the 

week is a focal point for everyone to 

pray for people in poverty across the 

planet. With Micah 6:8 as our key 

verse, we're excited about the prospect 

of so many Christians worldwide acting 

justly, loving mercy and walking humbly 

with our God. 

Further information can be found, with 

resources at : 

www.tearfund.org/onevoice  

 

For any other Tearfund enquiries – 

Rolf and Rosemary Buwert 

Tearfund representatives for Nithsdale. 

buwert@tiscali.co.uk  

postage, equipment, etc which require to 

be funded in order to make the race hap-

pen.  

Please come along and support the cof-

fee morning if you can. There will be 

„bring and buy‟ stalls for your home-

made jam, unwanted gifts etc, and for 

those of you 

who are a dab 

hand at baking, 

a „cake and 

candy‟ stall!  

Bargains for all! 

Come along for 

a cup of Fair 

Trade tea or 

coffee and a 

chat with friends and help us to raise 

funds for Tearfund at the same time! For 

any further information please speak to 

Jean Muir (840334) or Lesley Tait 

(253142) 

Tearfund Drumlanrig Cycle 

Challenge Coffee Morning  

Saturday 18th February 10am -12 noon, 

Dumfries Baptist Church, Newall Terrace. 

For the past six years the Drumlanrig Cy-

cle Challenge has been held in the 

grounds of Drumlanrig 

Castle on the first Satur-

day in May, to raise funds 

for Tearfund.  From small 

beginnings, the cycle chal-

lenge has grown, and last 

year over 300 people com-

ing from all over the UK 

entered the race. This 

resulted in over £10,000 

pounds being raised to-

wards the work of Tearfund through dona-

tions by the cyclists. The donations are 

given in their entirety to Tearfund without 

deductions for overheads. The Coffee 

Morning has been organised to raise 

funds for the set up costs of the Cycle 

Challenge such as literature, signage, 

http://www.tearfund.org/onevoice
mailto:buwert@tiscali.co.uk


Contacts  

To receive ñOutlookò by email  

marion.mckie@tiscali.co.uk                           

Subject ñoutlook subscribeò 

Senior Pastor  Alistair Purss  01387 263032 

Alistair@dumfriesbaptistchurch.org.uk  

Associate  

Pastor  

Youth Ministry  

Marcus  

Scotney 

01387 251357 

marcus@dbcyouth.org.uk  

Secretary  Lesley Wilson  01387 253730 
secretary@dumfriesbaptistchurch.org.uk  

Treasurer  Ian Penn  01387 263242 

pennnithsdale@supanet.com  

Church Office  Val Penn   01387 268926 

Magazine  

Editor  

Marion McKie  01659   58220 
marion.mckie@tiscali.co.uk  

Prayer Diary  Eleanor Moss  01387 263994 

davewmoss@btinternet.com  

Prayer  

Ministry  

Eleanor Moss  
Lesley Tait  

01387 263994 
01387 253142 

Girlzone  Karen Miller  01387  710155  

Toddlers 

Group  

Lesley Tait  
Betty Hunter  

01387 253142 
01387 268338 

Friendship 

Hour  

Val Penn  01387 263242 

Discoverers  Jane Rafferty  01387 268066 

Treasurerõs Report 
Total Monthly Offerings  

December 2011     £8564.27 (+ £180.00 for appeal) 

January 2012            £10140.72  (+ £1745 for appeal) 

 

Total offerings  to date for the current financial year 

(excluding appeal) amount to £36929 (£2051/week) 

against a budget of £2202/week 

 

The response to the appeal has been remarkable in 

that we have now actually received £374425 towards 

the purchase of land and building of a new church with 

a further £300000 pledged. We are so grateful to God 

for His generosity and we must maximise our giving to 

ensure that we use the gifts God has provided effec-

tively. 

 

If you already give regularly, or are considering doing 

so, and you pay income tax (as the vast majority of us 

do) you can “gift-aid” your offering which effectively 

means the church can claim an additional 25p for 

every £1 you give at no additional cost to you. Please 

prayerfully consider whether you can Gift-Aid your giv-

ing.  You can continue to give weekly, monthly or di-

rectly through your bank.  Please see me if you want 

further information regarding Gift-Aid. 

Ian Penn  -  Treasurer (01387 263242)  

Do you ever wonder how much the Earth really matters to God?  Dave Book-

less (author of „Planetwise‟ and „God Doesn‟t do Waste‟) will be answering 12 

key questions over the next year. This month he starts with „Whose world is it 

anyway?‟ and other themes will include „Mission: saving souls or saving 

seals?‟, and „What‟s the future for Planet Earth?‟  Dave was a big hit when he 

spoke at the Scottish Baptist Assembly a few years ago and he is always a 

popular speaker at A Rocha events. Why not take a few minutes each month 

to read his blog? Peter and Miranda Harris, who 

started A Rocha, and who have spoken at our ser-

v i c e s ,  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c o n t r i b u t i n g 

at  www.blog.arocha.org .  If you have contacts who 

would benefit from the blog: perhaps a church leader, 

colleague or friend; or a Christian organization that 

might link to it, please go to the blog and use the 

„Please share‟ buttons (Email, Facebook, Twitter and 

LinkedIn) to pass on the news. Let‟s see if we can get 

thousands of people following it!  

 

Barbara Mearns, Editor, A Rocha International 

 

 

(Continued from front page ) 

Young people and parents who have already booked to go on a holiday can 

come to this event to ask questions and find out more. Interested family, 

friends and church representatives are also welcome to find out more about 

the holidays and the potential to financially support a young person to go on a 

holiday. The present economic climate is not favourable for families to budget 

for an „extra‟ holiday, but it is possible to help send a young person, spon-

sored financially by a friend or a church. 

For more information, please contact Carina Lamb, the Regional SU Worker at 

the SU office, Dumfries on 01387 261454 or by email at ca-

rina.lamb@suscotland.org.uk .    

For you: A Rochaõs new Planetwise blog 
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